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[EITS Test format
What Is In the Speaking Section?

* The speaking section assesses your use of spoken English. Every
test is recorded.

 Part 1 - the examiner will ask you general questions about yourself
and a range of familiar topics, such as home, family, work, studies

and interests. This part lasts between four and five minutes.



[EITS Test format
What Is In the Speaking Section?

* Part 2 - you will be given a card which asks you to talk about a
particular topic. You will have one minute to prepare before
speaking for up to two minutes. The examiner will then ask one or

two questions on the same topic.



[EITS Test format
What Is In the Speaking Section?

 Part 3 - you will be asked further questions about the topic in Part
2. These will give you the opportunity to discuss more abstract
ideas and issues. This part of the test lasts between four and five

minutes.



IELTS Speaking description

Task type and  The Speaking test consists of an oral interview between the test takers and an

format examiner. All Speaking tests are recorded.
Timing 11-14 minutes

There are three parts to the test and each part fulfils a specific function in terms
Task types

of interaction pattern, task input and test takers output.



Part 1 - Introduction and interview

Task type and format

Task focus

In this part, the examiner introduces him/herself and checks the
test takers' identity. They then ask the test takers general
guestions on some familiar topics such as home, family, work,
studies and interests. To ensure consistency, questions are taken
from a script.

Part 1 lasts for 4—5 minutes.

This part of the test focuses on the ability to communicate
opinions and information on everyday topics and common
experiences or situations by answering a range of questions.



Part 1 - Introduction and interview

 This part of the test begins with the examiner introducing himself or
herself and checking the candidate’s identification. It then continues as
an interview.

Sample task:
Let’s talk about your hometown or village.

* What kind of place is it?

« What’s the most interesting part of your town/village?

* What kind of jobs do the people in your town/village do?
« Would you say it’s a good place to live? (Why?)



Part 1 - Introduction and interview

Sample task:
Let’s move on to talk about accommodation.

 Tell me about the kind of accommodation you live in?

* How long have you lived there?

* What do you like about living there?

* What sort of accommodation would you most like to live in?



Part 1 - Introduction and interview




Transcript

Examiner: Now, in this first part, I’d like to ask you some more questions about
yourself, OK? Let’s talk about your hometown or village. What kind of place is it?

Candidate: It’s quite a small village, about 20km from Zurich. And it’s very quiet.
And we have only little ... two little shops because most of the people work in
Zurich or are orientated to the city.

Examiner: What’s the most interesting part of this place ... village?

Candidate: On the top of a hill we have a little castle which is very old and
quite well known in Switzerland.

Examiner: What kind of jobs do people in the village do?

Candidate: We have some farmers in the village as well as people who work in
Zurich as bankers or journalists or there are also teachers and some doctors,
some medicines.

Examiner: Would you say it’s a good place to live?

Candidate: Yes. Although it is very quiet, it is ... people are friendly and | would
say it is a good place to live there, yes.

Examiner: Let’s move on to talk about accommodation. Tell me about the kind
of accommodation you live in ...



b

Part 1 - 1HRTEE

Topics:

 Study

« Work

Hometown

Films & TV
Advertising

Reading

Computer & The Internet
Clothing & Shopping
Weather & Seasons
 Traffic



Part 1 - & H 45

Hometown
 Where is your hometown?
* |t’s a city in the northeast of China.

 What do you like about your hometown?

* Do you think your hometown is good for young people?

* |It’s an inland city and is surrounded by beautiful (rolling) hills.
* Most people are friendly and helpful.

* The cost of living there is not very high.

 What types of public transport can be found in your hometown?
« There are buses, taxis, and trains in my hometown.



Part 1 - & H 45

Traffic
« Do you often use public transportation?

* No, | usually walk to work. My city is very walkable. It’s easy to get
around on foot.

» Do you have a driver’s license?

| don’t have a driver’s license because the traffic in my city is always
bad and it’s always hard to find a parking space.

 What type of public transport do you prefer?
* | prefer to take the subway. It is convenient, comfortable, and safe.



Part 2 - Individual long turn

Candidate Task Card

Describe something you own which is very important to you.
You should say:
where you got it from
how long you have had it

what you use it for

and explain why it is important to you.

* You will have to talk about the topic for 1 to 2 minutes.
« You have one minute to think about what you're going to say.
* You can make some notes to help you if you wish.



Part 2 - Individual long turn

Rounding off questions
* |s it valuable in terms of money?
« Would it be easy to replace?



Transcript

Examiner: Alright? Remember you have one to two minutes for this, so don’t worry if |
stop you. I’ll tell you when the time is up.

Candidate: OK

Examiner: Can you start speaking now, please?

Candidate: Yes. One of the most important things | have is my piano because | like
playing the piano. | got it from my parents to my twelve birthday, so | have it for about
nine years, and the reason why it is so important for me is that | can go into another
world when I’m playing piano. | can forget what’s around me and what ... | can forget
my problems and this is sometimes quite good for a few minutes. Or | can play to relax
or just, yes to ... to relax and to think of something completely different.

Examiner: Thank you. Would it be easy to replace this, this piano?

Candidate: Yes, | think it wouldn’t be that big problem but | like my piano as it is

because | have it from my parents, it’s some kind unique for me.



Part 2 - & H 45

Describe a shop, shopping center or market that you like to go to.

You should say:

* Where it is

 When you usually go there

* What the store sells and what you usually buy there

» And explain why you choose this shop rather than others.



Part 2 - & H 45

Describe a time you changed your plan.

You should say:

« what the plan was

« why you changed it

e what you did instead

 and explain how you felt about changing the plan.



Part 3 - Two-way discussion

In Part 3, the examiner and the test takers discuss issues
related to the topic in Part 2 in a more general and
abstract way and, where appropriate, in greater depth.
Part 3 lasts 4—5 minutes.

Task type and format

This part of the test focuses on the ability to express and
Task focus justify opinions and to analyze, discuss and speculate
about issues.



Part 3 - Two-way discussion

Let’s consider first of all how people’s values have changed.
 What kind of things give status to people in your country?

» Have things changed since your parents’ time?

Finally, let’s talk about the role of advertising.

* Do you think advertising influences what people buy?



Part 3 - Two-way discussion




Transcript

Examiner: We’ve been talking about things we own. I’d like to discuss with you one or two
more general questions relating to this topic. First, let’s consider values and the way they can
change. In Switzerland, what kind of possessions do you think give status to people?
Candidate: The first thing which comes in my mind is the car. Yes, because lots of people like
to have posh cars or expensive cars to show their status, their place in the society.

Examiner: Is that a new development?

Candidate: No, | think it isn’t.

Examiner: People have thought like that for quite a long time?

Candidate: Yes. Another thing is probably the clothing. It starts already when you are young.

When the children go to school they want to have posh labels on their jumpers or good shoes.



Transcript

Examiner: What do you think of this way of thinking, that | need to have a car or certain clothes to
show my status?

Candidate: Probably it’s sometimes a replacement for something you don’t have, so if your wife has
left you or your girlfriend, you just buy some new, | don’t know, new watches or new clothes to
make you satisfied again.

Examiner: You don’t think of it as a healthy way of thinking?

Candidate: It’s probably not honest to yourself. You can understand what | mean?

Examiner: Yes. And do you think this will change? In the future, will cars and designer clothes be
status symbols in the same way?

Candidate: I’m sure that clothes will be ... that the thing with the clothes will be the same. I’m not
so sure about the cars because cars cause lots of environmental problems and probably in some
years, a few years, this will change because it’s not reasonable to drive a car anymore.

Examiner: Can you tell me a little bit more about that? ...



Part 3 - & B &4

* In what ways have changes in technology changed people’s lives?

Well, | would say in all possible ways. Changes in technology have made
everything much easier. They have helped businesses go global and made banking
and shopping faster and more efficient. People have become digitally, connected
to the entire world. These days people can send an email to another country and
get a reply within several minutes, moreover, they don't pay postage for that.
Traditional chats have been replaced with virtual ones, letting people from all
over the world communicate with each other whenever they have a wish and a
spare moment. What is more, life has become much more technologically
advanced opening plenty of opportunities such as travelling to other cities and
countries, reading and watching films, studying and even working online.



Part 3 - & B &4

* Is your country changing rapidly?

Oh yeah, it is. My country is getting better and better year after year and making
rapid progress in several areas. First, more and more people in China are getting
education and proper medical help as new schools and hospitals are being built
and opened all around the country including rural areas. As a result, educational
attainment level and health indicators like Infant Mortality and Average Life
Expectancy have significantly improved over the last decade. What is more,
facilities in the country are getting better than before, for example, roads are
being built and fixed, a lot of modern buildings, shopping-centers and
amusement parks are being constructed. Cities and towns look more and more
attractive. One more thing | want to mention is the fact that a lot of modern and
forward-looking businesses are being created providing more people with
employment and, as a result, improving the standard of living in the country.



IELTS Speaking - How it's marked

Marking and assessment

» Speaking performances are assessed by certificated IELTS
examiners. All IELTS examiners hold relevant teaching
qualifications and are recruited as examiners by the test centers
and approved by the British Council or IDP: IELTS Australia.

 Scores are reported in whole and half bands.



The IELTS scale

Skill level Description
score

9 Expert user The test taker has fully operational command of the language. Their use of English is appropriate, accurate and fluent, and shows complete
understanding.

Very good The test taker has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriate usage. They may

| user misunderstand some things in unfamiliar situations. They handle complex and detailed argumentation well.
; Gand ekt The test taker has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriate usage and misunderstandings in
some situations. They generally handle complex language well and understand detailed reasoning.
6 Competent The test taker has an effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies, inappropriate usage and misunderstandings. They can use
user and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.
; Moitisst sk The test taker has a partial command of the language and copes with overall meaning In most situations, although they are likely to make many
mistakes. They should be able to handle basic communication in their own field.
4 Hegraaen The test taker's basic competence is limited to familiar situations. They frequently show problems in understanding and expression. They are not
able to use complex language.
o ﬁ;ti;;n?:er The test taker conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. There are frequent breakdowns in communication.
2 IUI‘:::I’HI’[IEHI The test taker has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English.
1 Non-user  The test taker has no ability to use the language except a few isolated words.
Did not
0 attempt the The test taker did not answer the questions.

test




IELTS Speaking

Examiners use assessment criteria to award a band score for each of
the four criteria:

» Fluency and Coherence it 5i%fit
o Lexical Resource id)J_ 2 k£

- Grammatical Range and Accuracy 1E&VEZFEME K 14

e Pronunciation &%



Fluency and coherence

This refers to the ability to talk with normal levels of continuity, rate and
effort and to link ideas and language together to form coherent,
connected speech. The key indicators of fluency are speech rate and
speech continuity. The key indicators of coherence are logical sequencing
of sentences, clear marking of stages in a discussion, narration or
argument, and the use of cohesive devices (e.g. connectors, pronouns and

conjunctions) within and between sentences.



Lexical resource

This criterion refers to the range of vocabulary used and the precision
with which meanings and attitudes can be expressed. The key indicators
are the variety of words used, the adequacy and appropriacy of the words
used and the ability to circumlocute (get round a vocabulary gap by using

other words T [F| i 21X ) with or without noticeable hesitation.



Grammatical range and accuracy

This refers to the range and the accurate and appropriate use of the test takers'
grammatical resource. The key indicators of grammatical range are the length
and complexity of the spoken sentences, the appropriate use of subordinate
clauses, and the range of sentence structures, especially to move elements
around for information focus. The key indicators of grammatical accuracy are
the number of grammatical errors in a given amount of speech and the

communicative effect of error.



Pronunciation

This criterion refers to the ability to produce comprehensible speech to
fulfil the Speaking test requirements. The key indicators will be the
amount of strain caused to the listener, the amount of the speech which is

unintelligible and the noticeability of L1 influence.



g

TRt SER 1

K25

IR FEIE RGN

KE

| KA, ROUAASAEROLRN |+ BRERERALKROENGE |+ AWPRRTRLLR  WRERERSRIRIS, AR
8 WHRRRETRANE, WETRA |+ HRCIAETTE  RTHBREABRROARANS, | BiIER
G A BRI A
' LR, PR R
BN i
8| A, BRUATAAERAERG |+ ALRRER, ARRIRE LB |+ AORRAREILR WS
% WARMERRETDANR, 05 | ik * RIKRATRE FEBIVRANN | RCETREAL RS, B
B FRIRAEIES BORRRRNALION WK | RARA KEREERER | BRLARE
R i BB TARN, BRI
+ BRRAARGE EATER AR
T [ RGHR, JPOMEER INRER |+ AREERALIRARR GRERET BAIRGEN | W O CPRTARRE, U
ARSI AT, |+ PR RRMRTRTE, HRAR |+ BRRENR-HEEA BEUEE | HOMKPINIRRI

HRAE
v AE RIS R - R AAER
it

ACKEARR, EARABERRR
s
T

ERER




i

HAKSER

K2

RS IR

KE

6 |« ROHASCHNEE, EERATEREN | « AEUERTREMGENATCE, BR |« S60HRASERM00N, EREHE | « FHEH TS, BEERES—
HH. BRA RS k2 3% 5 A AN S H SRR IATE iR » RILHFEARMEA KSR RN, |
o R — RIBER RERAID, ERER |« A LRI TR v MR B RGN R AR, REXL RNEERERIIX—fE N
Ry SRR D 1 R R R o RIEHTEPOTE AR, (B A
S R AR 5 30 IS T P
5 BHEEREFER, HRECER. BRAYE | » BRRABRARBMEG, EEELC |« REHEANAL, BRAGAEMNERYE | R 4 2KFPIrERmER, BHEN
.Mj%ﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁﬁ Mﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ o HERMERAREN, EEESHE | 16K TFHEMFHRENR
o o A P R R R bR T o ERHATEOR, (EE RS N AR LT S B 8 A
« BRI R EESEITRAINRE, BEHT
TN 2 MR IA A
4 |« (FEEHEEY, HEEEHEE, HI |« BROTAENEE, EXNARBOEE | o AEREEATR I EREH L ) A PR R R
YERRARAE WEEREEARE, HEHEHAARY ), A/ ER A v DREMEM R TR, B 2
o R RA)T, (B A A v BRI o HHBAER, Hau iR o ZEHIREEIR, R R R
i, HIEZ R R
3| v RATFEP HIUK R 1 o RRIATTREMAGR o RAEREANR, EEREER, 3K | 5 20K RIAUK 4 KT
R RRR AR o FHERBBIE BRI Z T 0 )L A SRR
o (RIS, HERTEELAATR  RIUEHWRNARS, ERBE
2| w R H A I ] o (BB BN A SR PUE S M LAE |« DREEHEAR R KT F TR
o JUTRERATINE
1|« BT
o T HES HES
0 | &%




IELTS Speaking

» Fluency and Coherence At 5i%E fiit
« Lexical Resource iAJ[ ZFE4%:
» Grammatical Range and Accuracy iE1%% FEVE K v 1

e Pronunciation X%
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Delivery

 Your speech needs to be clear and fluid with good pronunciation. The pace or
speed of your speech should be natural, and you should have good sounding
intonation patterns.

Language use
» This is mainly how you use grammar and vocabulary to express your ideas.
Topic development

« This is mainly how fully you answer the question, how clearly you express your
ideas, and how you can connect one idea to the next in a way that is easy to
follow.



