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Country Soviet Union The USA China
Date 12 April, 1961 5 May, 1961 15 October, 2003
Astronaut Yuri Gagarin Alan Shepherd Yang Liwel
Age 27 38 38
Spaceship Vostok 1 Mercury 3 Shenzhou 5
Time | hour 48 minutes [5 minutes 21 hours
Height 327 kilometers 185 kilometers 343 kilometers
Circles around the Earth I 0 14
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I. went into space first.

A. China W

B. The USA X E R SR B RS R R E R R BT Y
C. Soviet Union SR, ARJE BRI, E R H AR,
D. The UK B tirst, RITEOME, X Ridatedi—17, ¥
2. The Chinese astronaut stayed in space for___EH%§§§C, Soviet Union. %5 — i34t

A 1 hour 48 minutes Chinese astronaut, BEHEXMNEKREEBATLL T, &
B. only 15 minutes & D, 1X I8 H 20 R gl e ZER e, 75 22
C. the shortest time AT A, AR

D. 21 hours
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VEFEEE:

What is the main idea of the passage?

What does the story mainly tell us?

What does the passage mainly talk about?

The main purpose of the passage is to
Bk REZL

What does paragraph 3 mainly talk about?

What does the writer try to express in paragraph 37
INEE R TERY

What is the best title for this passage?

Which of the following is the best title of the passage?
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Meanwhile, things that you might expect to discourage spending — “bad” tables,
crowding, high prices — don’ t necessarily. Diners at bad tables — next to the
kitchen door, say — spent nearly as much as others but soon fled. It can be

concluded that restaurant keepers need not “be overly concerned about ‘bad’
tables” , given that they’ re profitable. As for crowds, a Hong Kong study found
that they increased a restaurant’ s reputation, suggesting great food at fair prices.
And doubling a buffet’ s price led customers to say that its pizza was 11 percent
tastier.

What does the last paragraph talk about?

A. Tips to attract more customers.

B. Problems restaurants are faced with.

C. Ways to improve restaurants’ reputation.
D

Common misunderstandings about restaurants.
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A history of long and effortless success can be a dreadful handicap, but, if
properly handled, it may become a driving force. When the United States entered
just such a glowing period after the end of the Second World War, it had a market
eight times larger than any competitor, giving its industries unparalleled
economies of scale. Its scientists were the world s best, its workers the most

skilled. America and Americans were prosperous beyond the dreams of the Europeans

and Asians whose economies the war had destroyed.



It was inevitable that this primacy should have narrowed as other countries grew
richer. Just as inevitably, the retreat from predominance proved painful. By the
mid1980s Americans had found themselves at a loss over their fading industrial
competitiveness. Some huge American industries, such as consumer electronics, had
shrunk or vanished in the face of foreign competition. By 1987 there was only one
American television maker left, Zenith. (Now there is none: Zenith was bought by
South Korea’ s LG Electronics in July.) Foreign made cars and textiles were
sweeping into the domestic market. America’ s machine—tool industry was on the
ropes. For a while it looked as though the making of semiconductors, which America

had invented and which sat at the heart of the new computer age, was going to be



All of this caused a crisis of confidence. Americans stopped taking prosperity for
granted. They began to believe that their way of doing business was failing, and
that their incomes would therefore shortly begin to fall as well. The mid—-1980s
brought one inquiry after another into the causes of America s industrial decline.
Their sometimes sensational findings were filled with warnings about the growing

competition from overseas.



How things have changed! In 1995 the United States can look back on five years of
solid growth while Japan has been struggling. Few Americans attribute this solely to
such obvious causes as a devalued dollar or the turning of the business cycle. Self
doubt has yielded to blind pride. “American industry has changed its structure, has
gone on a diet, has learnt to be more quick witted,” according to Richard Cavanagh,
executive dean of Harvard’ s Kennedy School of Government. “It makes me proud to be an
American just to see how our businesses are improving their productivity,” says
Stephen Moore of the Cato Institute, a think tank in Washington, DC. And William

Sahlman of the Harvard Business School believes that people will look back on this

neriod ac 7a ocolden ace of bhiicinece manacement in the [Inited Statec 7
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B.
C
D

The U.S. achieved its predominance after World War II because

it had made painstaking efforts towards this goal

its domestic market was eight times larger than before

. the war had destroyed the economies of most potential competitors

the unparalleled size of its workforce had given an impetus to its

economy

teE R R ERERE T ESMAL, FEERMTA? RIEZEEFWorld War TTTE

REARE X#EiAER, HANITUEMNE|FE—Eithe Second World War., AiZINHpainstaking
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®. BIEDILEBRXMRLZE T HHiR, XEEIR “FEAZFEHELEL, K/)\E” , MERZ
W “FECSURIHEEE, KJ/\E” . Dikliifunparalleled, [RIMAZ{&imworkforce, T LEAL
AMEimworkforce, #MiRix. CIRINENEE —EmEFE—aINE Xi2FF.



2. The loss of U.S. predominance in the world economy in the 1980s is
manifested in the fact that the American

A. TV industry had withdrawn to its domestic market

B. semiconductor industry had been taken over by foreign enterprises
C. machine—tool industry had collapsed after suicidal actions
D

. auto industry had lost part of its domestic market

20t 2080 EAR, EEFEMH LT AR T £ SMA, FERIA NI —FsL., 8H
o B BE B e A 1A 1980s, A DA e A B 5E B 1980s X M N A . AIET, EEJE
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I, AN, JFEXCHjon the ropesA & &% Al fa, (HAZEIEI MK T HARAMEATA,
MOmAS R, HEBRYE, DETIER.



. What can be inferred from the passage?

[t is human nature to shift between self-doubt and blind pride.

3

A

B. Intense competition may contribute to economic progress.

C. The revival of the economy depends on international cooperation.
D

. A long history of success may pave the way for further development.

LA P T AR LR Y R , ANKERE SLAE SR =Bl fEBLEAY . DI TAE SO )
B, (Hrefide F e, ERMEHRFETEZlong and effortless {H@# 8 )k I long,
MU R, FrBAEZRB2B T -



The author seems to believe the revival of the U.S. economy in the 1990s can
be attributed to the

A. turning of the business cycle
B. restructuring of industry

C. improved business management
D

success 1n education

EERIOFENERE LGN ETr, AR T o MR [ B JRSCHEAT EAL, KB R EL

+Few Americans attribute this solely to such obvious causes as a devalued
dollar or the turning of the business cycle. ESET, {HAEMN SR
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King Juan Carlos of Spain once insisted “kings don’ t abdicate, they dare in
their sleep.” But embarrassing scandals and the popularity of the republican left
in the recent Euro—elections have forced him to eat his words and stand down. So,
does the Spanish crisis suggest that monarchy is seeing its last days? Does that
mean the writing is on the wall for all European royals, with their magnificent

uniforms and majestic lifestyle?

The Spanish case provides arguments both for and against monarchy. When public

opinion is particularly polarised, as it was following the end of the Franco

1

regime, monarchs can rise above “mere” politics and “embody” a spirit of

national unity.



It is this apparent transcendence of politics that explains monarchs’ continuing
popularity polarized. And also, the Middle Fast excepted, Europe is the most
monarch—infested region in the world, with 10 kingdoms (not counting Vatican City
and Andorra). But unlike their absolutist counterparts in the Gulf and Asia, most
royal families have survived because they allow voters to avoid the difficult

search for a non—controversial but respected public figure.

Even so, kings and queens undoubtedly have a downside. Symbolic of national unity
as they claim to be, their very history—and sometimes the way they behave today
- embodies outdated and indefensible privileges and inequalities. At a time when
Thomas Piketty and other economists are warning of rising inequality and the

increasing power of inherited wealth, it is bizarre that wealthy aristocratic

~ __*1°2 1 271 ~4=211T 14 - 41lv - T T s e i T o A e L



The most successful monarchies strive to abandon or hide their old aristocratic ways.
Princes and princesses have day—jobs and ride bicycles, not horses (or helicopters). Even
so, these are wealthy families who party with the international 1%, and media intrusiveness

makes it increasingly difficult to maintain the right image.

While Europe’ s monarchies will no doubt be smart enough to survive for some time to come,

it is the British royals who have most to fear from the Spanish example.

[t is only the Queen who has preserved the monarchy’ s reputation with her rather ordinary
(if well-heeled) granny style. The danger will come with Charles, who has both an expensive
taste of lifestyle and a pretty hierarchical view of the world. He has failed to understand
that monarchies have largely survived because they provide a service - as non—

controversial and non—political heads of state. Charles ought to know that as English



1. According to the first two Paragraphs, King Juan Carlos of Spain

used turn enjoy high public support
was unpopular among European royals

cased his relationship with his rivals

> 9 W=

ended his reign in embarrassment

WRIEATER, SR CERTWE . MCES B a)1E#E] “But embarrassing
scandals and the popularity of the republican left in the recent Euro-
elections have forced him to eat his words and stand down. ” (¥F&ir )RR EZS
A N U ) . T AR S UG iR 3 A 5, 338 8 Car losi BT BT 5 FF18f7) » DIIH,
“stand down” f& “end reign” HJ[F X EH#:, H “embarrassment” 55 %iCarlos#HIfT:
P “embarrassing scandals” ;EfHPFEN ). #IDZEIEMIEZR. A, B. CY¥E T LH4E
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2. Monarchs are kept as heads of state in Europe mostly

owing to their undoubted and respectable status
to achieve a balance between tradition and reality

to give voter more public figures to look up to

> 9 W=

due to their everlasting political embodiment

R 818 “monarchs” 1 “heads of state” , T 3|FE =BG 015
“...most royal families have survived because they allow voters to avoid the
difficult search for a non—controversial but respected public figure.” (K%
W) = A7 R R T AR Tk R m) DA S & F R — AR W H 2 E T AR A
HIA ) Horf “non—controversial but respected public figure” 1EZAEDIH
“undoubted and respectable status” WA X B, WARIEHHESR.



3. Which of the following is shown to be odd, according to Paragraph 49

Aristocrats’ excessive reliance on inherited wealth
The role of the nobility in modern democracies

The simple lifestyle of the aristocratic families

> 9 W=

The nobility’ s adherence to their privileges

EMNEFENERRREG 0t “...1it is bizarre that wealthy aristocratic families
should still be the symbolic heart of modern democratic states.” (F&ATHIA,

&Aoo M AR EE XS AEZ0) A, the symbolic heart of modern
democratic statesfZflTthe role of the nobility in modern democraciesH][A X &

. PrLAIEB.



4. The British royals “have most to fear” because Charles

takes a rough line on political issues
fails to change his lifestyle as advised

takes republicans as his potential allies

> 9 W=

fails to adapt himself to his future role
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5. Which of the following is the best title of the text?

Carlos, Glory and Disgrace Combined
Charles, Anxious to Succeed to the Throne

Carlos, a Lesson for All European Monarchs

> 9 W=

Charles, Slow to React to the Coming Threats

05 S I AN R RS AT R N SR i e . SR N PU L B £ CarlosiIBALFHAF VI,
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A

The nineteenth century brought with it a burst of new discoveries and inventions that
revolutionized the candle industry and made lighting available to all. In the early—to—
mid-nineteenth century, a process was developed to refine tallow (fat from animals) with
alkali and sulfuric acid. The result was a product called stearin. Stearin is harder and
burns longer than unrefined tallow. This breakthrough meant that it was possible to make
tallow candles that would not produce the usual smoke and rancid odor. Stearins were
also derived from palm oils, so vegetable waxes as well as animal fats could be used to
make candles. ..

Which of the following can be inferred from paragraph 1 about candles before the
nineteenth century?

A. They did not smoke when they were burned.
B. They produced a pleasant odor as they burned.

C. They were not available to all.
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